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remaining on-budget surpluses be devoted to
debt reduction. These conditions were not only
not met, but there was not even an oppor-
tunity to discuss them.

Because of these concerns about process,
unrealistic spending levels, the failure to re-
duce our national debt and the very real threat
this budget poses to our Social Security and
Medicare Trust Funds, I will vote against this
resolution and urge my colleagues to do the
same.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
Congresswoman MAXINE WATERS and the
Members of the Democratic Caucus Special
Committee on Election Reform for their hard
work in organizing election reform hearings
across America, and developing Democratic
proposals on election reform.

Ensuring every American’s vote is counted
is the cornerstone to rebuilding faith in our de-
mocracy. That’s why Democrats have made
clear our commitment to finding bipartisan so-
lutions to the ills that plague America’s elec-
toral process. Real election reform is a top pri-
ority for the American people and is the civil
rights issue of the new millennium.

Unfortunately, I know the Election Reform
Committee has heard a great deal about at-
tempts to intimidate minority voters around the
country during this past election. Having at-
tended two of the Special Committee’s field
hearings, I know how important they are to un-
covering the truth about voter suppression,
and to ensuring we stop efforts to disenfran-
chise African American and Hispanic voters in
the future.

It is clear that what happened in Florida to
intimidate and suppress African American
turnout was not an isolated incident. In fact,
significant efforts to suppress the African
American vote occurred in my district in Fort
Worth this fall. I personally witnessed a sys-
tematic campaign by local Republicans to har-
ass, intimidate and suppress African American
voters—especially senior citizens.

With so many sad examples of voter intimi-
dation and voting irregularities, the need for
real action on election reform could not be
clearer. After the field hearings are completed,
Democrats will propose to the House real
steps to make it easier for people to vote, ex-
pand participation in our democracy, and fix a
broken system that has disenfranchised too
many Americans for too long.

The importance of election reform to pre-
serving the integrity of our democracy is so
great that we must not allow partisan politics
to keep Congress from addressing it. I thank
Congressman WATERS for her strong leader-
ship and for organizing this special order, and
I desperately hope Republicans will join us in
passing meaningful election reform to ensure
every American’s vote is counted.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Bernie Robinson who has
served the State of Illinois and indeed all of us
as the Assistant to the Governor of Illinois in
charge of the state’s Washington, DC office.

Bernie is about to leave his position for
some exciting opportunities in the private sec-
tor. It would be inappropriate of me not to take
this opportunity to publicly thank him for the
work he has done, the counsel he has given
and the lifetime’s worth of friendships that he
has made within our delegation.

Thanks to Bernie and his capable staff, the
State of Illinois has emerged with the most co-
hesive voice that we have ever had in terms
of pursuing opportunities for the people we
serve. It would be impossible for me to list all
of Bernie’s accomplishments, but I cannot
overstate the important role he played in help-
ing to bring our delegation together in pursuit
of appropriations projects and priorities for our
state. Thanks to him, I have a better under-
standing of the special needs of my col-
leagues in the northern part of Illinois and they
have a better understanding of mine.

Only one person could have brought to-
gether a delegation as diverse as the one we
currently have. Without Bernie, it’s unlikely
that we would have had the successes that
we have.

I know that the members and staff of the Illi-
nois delegation join me in thanking Bernie and
wishing him well in his new endeavors.

Bernie Robinson is a unique individual who
has enriched our lives and allowed us to bet-
ter understand who we are and how we can
work together.

Thanks also to Bernie’s children, Sarah and
Army, who have allowed us to share so much
of Bernie’s time. Together with his beloved
wife Bess, may God rest her soul, Bernie has
proven that the greatest joy in our lives is the
beauty and potential of our children. He has
prepared them for a life of tremendous possi-
bilities and all indications are that they are
poised to tackle them.

Bernie, our thanks for establishing a founda-
tion from which our delegation and therefore
our state will grow and prosper. God’s bless-
ings to you and yours.

f
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, we, as a nation,
spend more on health care than any other
country in the world. Yet, we have 43 million
uninsured people and our working families
continue to struggle to obtain quality and af-
fordable care. And now, in our nation’s capitol,
there are efforts to close down the last re-
maining public hospital in the city, D.C. Gen-
eral. The closure of public hospitals around
our nation and D.C. General, in particular,
should be of concern to us all.

In Michigan, our public hospitals continue to
serve patients and communities with dignity
and with the belief that all people have the
right to health care. These public hospitals
provide our uninsured and underinsured work-
ing men and women with the quality and es-
sential health care they deserve. D.C. General
has been serving the people of Washington,
D.C. since 1806, and the care it provides is
crucial for residents of the nation’s capitol.

I am deeply concerned with the impact the
closure of this hospital will have on the resi-
dents of Washington, D.C. In Detroit and other
urban and rural communities, affordable and
reliable health care is becoming hard to find.
Our public hospitals serve local communities
without prejudice and are the only source of
care millions in this nation can rely on. Now,
the people of Washington, D.C. will have no
choice but to turn to private hospitals for their
health care—hospitals that base their care on
a person’s financial status and ability to pay.

Those who advocate closing D.C. General
are concerned that the hospital has woefully
inadequate funds to operate. The financial sit-
uation of this and other public hospitals is se-
verely impacted by Congress’ unwillingness to
provide additional resources and the fact our
public hospitals serve most of our uninsured
and poor. The plight of D.C. General is just
one example of what will happen if we do not
stand up immediately and support our public
hospitals.

I am also deeply troubled by the process
that determined the fate of D.C. General Hos-
pital. Through the use of an unelected finan-
cial control board, those wishing to see the
hospital closed overrode the democratically-
elected D.C. City Council, who unanimously
opposed the closure of the hospital. In 1999,
a similar situation occurred in Detroit, when
Lansing lawmakers dissolved the elected city
school board and appointed a supervisory
board, unaccountable to the citizens of Detroit.
The Detroit school takeover and the D.C. con-
trol board’s actions should be of concern to all
Americans. Both these actions denied citizens
a voice in the decisions affecting their lives.
Our compassion and resolve to ensure quality
health care and education for all must not be
compromised by an unelected body which is
accountable to no one.

Today, I join many of my colleagues in Con-
gress, community leaders in my home state
and from around our great nation, and cham-
pions in the Michigan State Legislature in urg-
ing that D.C. General be kept open and ac-
cessible to the people of Washington, D.C.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I

would like today to pay tribute to my good
friend Rabbi Hillel Cohn, who for the past 38
years has been a remarkable community lead-
er, and a spiritual guiding force for thousands
of members of Congregation Emanu El in San
Bernardino County, California. After nearly
four decades as leader of this congregation,
Rabbi Cohn is retiring this week.
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